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Colonial Secretary, he had done much to cultivate
a feeling of closer unity between England and her
Colonies, which, indeed, had been practically
shown on their side by sending numerous volunteers
to the help of our armies in the Boer War. It was
now proposed to attach them still more closely to
the mother country by the concession of certain
commercial advantages. So far the reciprocity,
as Mrs. Carlyle would say, had been all on one
side, seeing that we admitted their staple exports
duty-free while they kept out our manufactures by
a high protective tariff. At one time a system of
Free Trade within the Empire had been suggested,
with protective duties against the foreigner alone.
But, as this was an arrangement which the Colonial
manufacturers could on no account have been
induced to accept, a compromise was hit on.
Australia had already begun to admit our products
into her markets at a slightly lower rate of duties
than those levied on the goods of other nations.
Why should not she and all the other Colonies be
induced to differentiate still further in our favour
by our continuing to admit their goods duty free,
while taxing all other imports to such an extent as
would give Colonial wares, and especially Colonial
food-stuffs, an advantage that would enable
them to drive all other competitors out of the
English market? And this, it was argued, would
be only fair in view of the increasing tolls every-
where imposed for protective purposes on English
manufactures, to the signal benefit, as was alleged,
of the working classes in the countries where that
policy had been adopted.

The Tariff   Reformers,   as  Mr.   Chamberlain's